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“The month of Ramadaan is the one in which the Quran 
was revealed as guidance for mankind, and as clear signs 
that show the right way and distinguish between right and 
wrong. So those of you who witness the month must fast in 
it. But the one who is sick, or is on a journey (should fast) 
as much from other days (as he missed). Allah intends (to 

provide) ease for you and does not intend (to create) 
hardship for you. All this is so that you may complete the 
number (of fasts as prescribed) and proclaim the glory of 
Allah for having guided you, and (so) that you may be 
grateful.” 
(Noble Quran 2:185) 
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Foreword 


All praise to Almighty Allah Ta'ala and the choicest of Salutations on our 
Beloved Nabi Muhammad sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 


On behalf of the Jamiatul Ulama (Kwa Zulu Natal) South Africa, it is indeed a 
great honour, privilege and joy to pen few words on such a momentous occasion 
of the publishing of the Virtues of Ramadaan in the Afrikaans and Xhosa 
languages. This is certainly a great achievement. 


The virtues of Ramadaan is indeed a most inspirational book authored by the 
great luminary of his era, Sheikh ul Hadith Hazrat Moulana Muhammad 
Zakariyya Kandelwi Sahib rahmatullahi alaihi (1898 - 1982). 


South Africans have been extremely fortunate that this illustrious personality, 
Hazrat Sheikh as he was fondly known spent his last Ramadaan in Stanger Kwa 
Zulu Natal, South Africa in 1981. 


As young children we had the good fortune to see him and recite the Holy 
Quraan in his blessed presence. 


There is indeed a great need for good Islamic literature in the Afrikaans and 
Xhosa languages as well, especially in our multi-cultural country of South 
Africa. 


We are in the threshold of the Holy month of Ramadaan and this book will be 
of great benefit and value, inshallah to its readers. 


May Allah Ta’ala accept this noble efforts of the translators and publishers. 


May this blessed book be a means of our beautiful religion of Islam spreading 
far and wide among the Afrikaans and Xhosa speaking populations of our 
country, who constitute a large segment of the diverse people of our beautiful 
country. 


Moulana Ahmed E Mahomedy 
Ameer | Jamiatul Ulama KZN, Durban, South Africa 
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Introduction 


Al Hidayah Centre embarked on translating the Hadith contained in the book 
Virtues of Ramadaan by Hazrat Sheikh Muhammad Zakariyya Kandelwi 
rahimahullah. The translations were done in Afrikaans and Xhosa to cater for 
those who speak these languages as a mother tongue. Together with that, the 
audio of the translations was also recorded. 


This was done in Ramadaan 1441 which fell in 2020. It was a time when the 
world was facing the Covid-19 pandemic and the Hadith were sent out to keep 
the spirit of Ramadaan alive through the lockdown. 


When the text was put into book form, it was felt that the English of the Hadith 
should be revised to make easier reading. This is the book in front of you now. 


Only the Hadith has been compiled without the extensive and masterly 
explanations of Sheikh Zakariyya rahimahullah to make for simpler reference. 


A short note at the beginning of every Hadith has been added to highlight the 
main themes of the respective Hadith. 


We pray that this book continues to ignite the spirit of Ramadaan as it has been 
for almost a century. 


Al Hidayah Centre 
Port Elizabeth, South Africa 
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Part 1 | Ramadaan 


Hadith 1 


The great rewards in Ramadaan 


Salmaan radhiallahu anhu reports, “On the last day of Shabaan 
Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wa sallam addressed us and said, “O people 
there comes to you a great month, a most blessed month which has a night 
greater in virtue than a thousand months. It is a month in which Allah has 
made fasting compulsory during the day, and has made the Taraweeh 
sunnah at night. Whoever intends drawing near to Allah by performing 
any good deed will be rewarded like the one who performs a Fardh 
(compulsory act) in any other time. Whoever performs a Fardh in this 
month will be blessed with the reward of seventy Fardh in any other time. 
This is the month of patience, and the reward for true patience is Jannah 
(paradise). It is the month of sympathy for others. It is the month in which 
a true believer's sustenance is increased. Whoever feeds someone who 
fasted at the time of breaking his fast will have his sins forgiven and get 
freedom from the fire of Jahannam (hell). He will also get the same 
reward as the one who he fed without that person’s reward being 
decreased at all.” 


The Sahaba radhiallahu anhum enquired, “O Prophet of Allah sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam, not all of us have the means to give a fasting person 
food to break his fast.” Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wa sallam replied, 
“Allah Ta’ala gives the same reward to the one who gives a fasting person 
to break his fast a date, or a drink of water, or a sip of milk.” 


This is a month, the first of which brings Allah Ta’ala's Mercy, the middle 
of which brings His forgiveness and the last of which brings freedom 
from the fire of Jahannam. 


Whoever lessens the work of his servants and workers in this month, 
Allah Ta’ala will forgive him and free him from the fire of Jahannam. 


4|Virtues of Ramadaan 


There are four things you should do a lot in this month, two of which will 
please your Lord, while you cannot do without the other two. Those 
which will be to please your Lord are that: 1. You should recite the 
Kalimah Tayyibah (La ilaha illallah) and 2. Make Istighfaar (beg Allah 
Ta’ala's forgiveness). Those without which you cannot do are that 3. You 
should beg Allah for Jannah (paradise) and 4. Ask Him for protection 
from Jahannam. 


And whoever gave a person who fasted water to drink, Allah will let that 
person drink from my fountain, after which he will never feel thirsty until 
he enters Jannah.” (Saheeh ibn Khuzaimah) 


Hadith 2 


Five specialities of Ramadaan 


Abu Hurairah radhiallahu anhu relates that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi 
wa sallam said, “My Ummah (nation) was given five things for 
Ramadaan which was not given to anyone before them: |. The smell from 
the mouth of a fasting person is sweeter to Allah Ta’ala than the fragrant 
smell of musk. 2. The fish in the sea seek forgiveness for the fasting 
people until they break their fast. 3. Allah Ta’ala decorates his Jannah 
every day and then says to it, “The time is near when my loyal servants 
will leave behind the great trials of the world and come to you.” 4. In this 
month the really evil devils are chained so they cannot instigate such evils 
like in other months. 5. On the last night of Ramadan they are forgiven.” 


The Sahaaba radhiallahu anhum asked, “O Messenger of Allah sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam, is that last night Laylatul Qadr?” Rasulullah sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam replied, “No. But it is only right that a worker should be 
given his reward when he completes his work.” (Reported by Ahmad, 
Bazzar and Bayhaqi) 


Hadith 3 


Not gaining maximum benefit from Ramadaan 
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Kaab bin Ujra radhiallahu anhu relates that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi 
wa Sallam instructed us, “Come near to the mimbar (pulpit).”” We came 
near. When he climbed the first step he said Aameen. When he climbed 
the second step he said Aameen. When he climbed the third step he said 
Aameen. When he came down we observed, “O Messenger of Allah 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam, we heard something from you today which 
we never heard before.” He replied, “When I climbed the first step 
Jibraeel alaihis salaam came to me and said, “Destruction to him who 
gets Ramadaan and is not forgiven in it.” I said Aameen. When I climbed 
the second step, he said “Destruction to him who does not read Durood 
(Salawaat) on you when you are mentioned in his presence.” I replied 
Aameen. When I climbed the third step he said, “Destruction to the 
person whose parents or one of them becomes old, and through failure to 
serve them is not allowed to enter Jannah.” I said Aameen.” (Haakim) 


Hadith 4 


Duas accepted, sins forgiven and competition in good 


Ubaadah bin Saamit radhiallah anhu reports that Rasulullah sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam said one day when Ramadaan had come close, “The 
month of Ramadaan, the month of blessings has come to you, in which 
Allah Ta’ala turns towards you and sends down His special Mercy, 
forgives sins and accepts Duas. He witnesses your competition for good 
deeds and boasts to the angels about you. So show your good deeds to 
Allah because the most unfortunate person is the one who is deprived of 
Allah Ta’ala's Mercy in this month.” (Tabraani) 


Hadith 5 
Freedom from Hell and accepted Duas 


Abu Saeed Khudri radhiallah anhu relates that Rasulullah sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam said: “Allah Ta’ala sets free many people from Hell 
during each day and night of Ramadaan. And every Muslim has at least 
one Dua which is certainly accepted during each day and night.” (Bazzar) 
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Hadith 6 


Three people who’s Duas are accepted 


Abu Hurairah radhiallahu anhu reports that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi 
wa Sallam said, “There are three people whose Dua is not rejected, 1. The 
fasting person until he breaks his fast, 2. The just ruler, and 3. The 
oppressed person, whose Dua Allah Ta’ala lifts above the clouds and the 
doors of heaven are opened for it. Allah Ta’ala says: “I swear by My 
honour, I will definitely help you even though it may be after some time.” 
(Ahmad) 


Hadith 7 
Reward for Sehri 


Ibn Umar radhiallahu anhuma relates that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi 
wa Sallam said, “Allah Ta’ala and His angels send Mercy upon those who 
eat Sehri (pre-dawn meal).” 


Hadith 8 
Quality of fasting and Salaah 


Abu Hurairah radhiallahu anhu reports that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi 
wa Sallam said, “Some of those who fast get nothing through fasting 
except hunger, and some who perform Salaah at night get nothing from 
that Salaah except the tiredness of staying awake.” (Ibn Majah) 


Hadith 9 


Fasting as a protection 


Abu Ubaidah radhiallahu anhu reports, “I heard Rasulullah sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam saying: “Fasting is a protective shield for a person, as 
long as he himself does not tear up that protection.” (Nasai) 


Hadith 10 
Warning for not fasting 
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Abu Hurairah radhiallahu anhu reports that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi 
wa sallam said, “Whoever eats and does not fast on even one day of 
Ramadaan without a valid reason or genuine illness, will never be able to 
compensate for that day even by fasting the rest of his life.” (Ahmad) 


Part 2 | Laylatul Qadr 


Hadith 1 


Sins forgiven 


Abu Hurairah radhiallahu anhu reports that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi 
wa Sallam said, “Whoever stands in prayer on Laylatul Qadr with faith 
and hope of gaining reward, his previous sins are forgiven.” (Targhib) 


Hadith 2 


Not gaining maximum benefit from Laylatul Qadr 


Anas radhiallahu anhu reports, “Ramadaan began and Rasulullah 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam said, “This month has come to you which has 
a night better than one thousand months. Whoever is deprived of its 
blessings has been deprived of all good. And no one is deprived of its 
good except the most unfortunate person.” (Ibn Majah) 


Hadith 3 
Blessings of the angels 
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Anas radhiallahu anhu reports that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
said, “On Laylatul Qadr, Jibraeel alaihis salaam comes down to earth 
with a group of angels, praying for blessings on every servant of Allah 
Ta’ala they see standing in worship or sitting and celebrating Allah’s 
praises. Then on the day of Eid, Allah Ta’ala boasts about them to the 
angels, saying, “O angels, what is the reward of the employee who has 
fully completed his work?” They reply, “O our Lord, his reward should 
be given in full.” To this Allah Ta’ala replies, “O my angels, My male 
and female servants have performed My obligatory duty upon them. Then 
they came (to the place of Eid Salaah) raising their voices in prayer to 
Me. I swear by My honour, by My Grace, by My High Position of 
greatness, that I shall surely answer their prayers.” Then Allah Ta’ala 
says (addressing the people) “Go back, I have certainly forgiven your sins 
and replaced your evil deeds with good ones.” Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi 
wa Sallam said, “These people return (from the Eid Salaah) with their sins 
forgiven.” (Bayhaqi) 


Hadith 4 
When is Laylatul Qadr 


Aisha radhiallahu anha reports that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
said, “Look for Laylatul Qadr among the odd numbered nights of the last 
ten days of the month of Ramadaan.” (Mishkaat) 


Hadith 5 
When is Laylatul Qadr 


Ubaadah ibn Saamit radhiallahu anhu said, “Once Rasulullah sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam came out to inform us of the exact date of Laylatul Qadr. 
At that time an argument took place between two Muslims. Rasulullah 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam said, “I came out in order to inform you of the 
date of Laylatul Qadr, but because two people were arguing the exact 
date was taken away. Perhaps that is better for you. So look for it on the 
29, 27" and 25" of Ramadaan.” (Bukhari) 
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Hadith 6 
Signs of Laylatul Qadr 


Ubaadah ibn Saamit radhiallahu anhu reports that he asked the Prophet 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam about Laylatul Qadr. He replied, “It is in 
Ramadaan during the last ten days, on the unevenly numbered nights, 
either the 21‘, 23, 25, 27", 29" or the last night of Ramadaan. Whoever 
stands in worship on this night, with faith and hope of gaining reward, 
his previous sins will be forgiven. Among the signs of this night is that it 
is a serene, quiet, shining night, neither hot, nor cold but moderate as if a 
moon is clearly shining. No meteors are shot at the devils on that night. 
It lasts until dawn. Another sign is that in the morning the sun rises 
without any radiant beams of light, appearing rather like the full moon. 
On that day Allah prohibits the devils from rising up with the sun.” 
(Bayhaqi) 


Hadith 7 
What to recite on Laylatul Qadr 


Aisha radhiallahu anha reports that she enquired, “O Messenger of Allah 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam if I find Laylatul Qadr what should I recite? 
The Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa sallam replied, “Say Allahumma innaka 
afuwwun tuhibbul afwa fafu anni (O Allah, You are the One who pardons 
sins. You love to pardon, so please pardon me.” (Ahmad) 
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Part 3 | Itikaaf 
Staying in the masjid 


Hadith 1 
Time for Itikaaf and its purpose 


Abu Saeed al Khudri radhiallahu anhu narrates that Rasulullah 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam once performed Iitikaaf for the first ten days 
of Ramadaan. Then he made litikaaf in a Turkish tent (inside the Masjid) 
for the middle ten days. Then he raised his head out of the tent and said, 
“T performed Itikaaf for the first ten days in search of Laylatul Qadr, then 
for the middle ten days. Then I was told that it is in the last ten days. 
Whoever has made Iitikaaf with me should continue for the last ten days. 
I was shown the exact night and then made to forget it. I see myself 
prostrating to Allah with my forehead on mud on the morning after the 
night. Look for Laylatul Qadr in odd nights of the last ten nights of 
Ramadaan.” 


Abu Saeed al Khudri radhiallahu anhu said, “That same night it rained. 
The Masjid roof was made of leaves and it leaked. I personally saw 
Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wa sallam with the remains of mud on his 
forehead. This was on the morning of the 21*.” (Mishkaat) 


Hadith 2 
Reward for Itikaaf 


Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhuma relates that Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi 
wa Sallam said, “The person performing litikaaf remains free from sins, 
and he gets the same reward as those who does all kinds of good deeds 
(which he could not do due to being in the Masjid).” (Ibn Majah) 


Hadith 3 
Reward for Itikaaf 


111Virtues of Ramadaan 


Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhuma reports that while he was performing 
litikaaf in Masjid Nabawi sallallahu alaihi wa sallam, a man came to him, 
greeted him and sat down. Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhuma observed, “I 
see that you seem sad and troubled.” The man replied, “Yes, O cousin of 
Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wa sallam I am troubled because I have an 
obligation to fulfill to someone. I swear by the holiness of the person in 
this grave (Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) that I am not able to 
fulfill this obligation.” Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhuma asked, “Should I 
intercede with that person on your behalf?” The man replied, “By all 
means if you so wish.” Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhuma put on his shoes 
and went out of the Masjid. The man said on seeing this, “Have you then 
forgotten that you are in litikaaf?” With tears filling his eyes Ibn Abbas 
radhiallahu anhuma replied: “No, but the time is still fresh in my mind 
when I heard the esteemed person in this grave say, “Whoever makes an 
effort of settling a need for his brother, that will be better for him than to 
perform litikaaf for ten years. And whoever performs Itikaaf for one day 
seeking the pleasure of Allah, Allah will open three trenches between him 
and the fire of hell the width of each being the distance between the east 
and the west.” (Tabraani) 


Hadith 4 


Rewards of Ramadaan 


Ibn Abbas radhiallahu anhuma says that he heard Rasulullah sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam say, “Jannah becomes beautifully perfumed and 
decorated for a year for the coming of the month of Ramadaan. On the 
first night of Ramadaan a wind called Mutheera blows from beneath the 
Arsh (Throne of Allah). It causes the leaves of the trees of Jannah to rustle 
and the door handles to clink producing such a melodious sound which 
has never been heard before. The Hoor al Ayn (beautiful, fair ladies of 
Jannah with lovely wide eyes) then emerge until they appear in the centre 
of the balconies of Jannah, exclaiming, “Is there anyone asking Allah for 
us so He may join us in marriage to him?” Then these ladies call out: “O 
Ridwaan, keeper of Jannah, what night is this?” He replies, “I am at your 
service, this is the first night of Ramadaan, when the doors of Jannah are 
opened to those who fast from among the Ummah (nation) of Muhammad 
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sallallahu alaihi wa sallam.” Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
further said, “Allah says, “O Ridwaan open the doors of Jannah, and O 
Maalik, (keeper of Jahannam) close the doors of Jahannam for those who 
fast from among the Ummah of Ahmad. O Jibraeel go down to the earth 
and tie the rebellious devils. Put them in chains and throw them in the 
oceans so that they do not spoli the fast of the Ummah of My beloved 
Muhammad sallallahu alaihi wa sallam.” 


Allah commands a caller from the heavens to call out three times on every 
night of Ramadaan, “Is there anyone begging of Me that I may grant him 
his desire? Is there anyone repenting to me that I may accept his 
repentance? Is there anyone begging for forgiveness that I may forgive 
him? Who is there who shall give a loan to the One whose wealth does 
not grow less, and who repays in full?” 


Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wa sallam continued, “Every day at the time 
of Iftaar one million souls from the fire of Jahannam, all of whom had 
already earned entrance into Hell. On the last night Ramadaan He sets 
free as many as had been set free throughout the month. On the night of 
Laylatul Qadr Allah commands Jibraeel alaihis salaam to go down to the 
earth with a group of angels. They come down carrying a green flag 
which they then plant on top of the Kabah. Jibraeel alaihis salaam himself 
has one hundred wings of which two are exclusively spread out on this 
night. He spreads out these wings and they extend from the east to the 
west. Jibraeel alaihis salaam then sends out the angels on this night to 
greet everyone they find in standing or sitting, performing salaah and 
celebrating the praise of Allah. They shake hands with them and say 
Aameen to all their Duas until dawn breaks. When dawn comes Jibraeel 
alaihis salaam calls out, “O angels it is time to leave.” 


The angels then inquire, “O Jibraeel, what did Allah do regarding the 
needs of the believers from the ummah of Ahmad sallallahu alaihi wa 
sallam? Jibraeel alaihis salaam replies, “Allah looked at them with mercy 
and pardoned all of them except four kinds of people” 
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The Sahaba radhiallahu anhum then asked, “Who are they, O Rasulullah 
sallallahu alaihi wa sallam?” Rasulullah sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
replied, “They are 1. The ones addicted to wine drinking, 2. Those 
disobedient to their parents, 3. Those who cut themselves from their near 
relatives and 4. The Mushaahin.” We inquired, “O Rasulullah sallallahu 
alaihi wa sallam who is a Mushaahin?” He said, “Those who have ill- 
feelings in their hearts against their fellow humans and break off relations 
with them.” 


Then night of Eid al Fitr comes. This night is called Laylatul Jaaizah, (the 
night of prize giving. On the morning of Eid, Allah sends down the angels 
to all the lands of the earth. They come down and take their positions at 
access points of roads, calling out with a voice that is heard by all except 
man and jinn, “O Ummah of Muhammad sallallahu alaihi wa sallam 
come out from your houses towards a Gracious Lord who gives a lot and 
pardons major sins.” When they go to their places of Eid Salaah, Allah 
says to the angels, “What is the reward of that employee who has 
completed his work?” The angels reply, “Our Lord and Master, it is only 
right that he should get his reward in full for his work.” Allah then says, 
“T call you to witness, O My angels that for their fasting during the month 
of Ramadaan, and standing in prayer at night, I have given them My 
pleasure and forgiveness. O My servants ask from Me now, for I swear 
by My Honour and Might, whatever you ask of Me in this gathering of 
yours for the needs of the Hereafter, I will definitely give them to you. 
And whatever you ask for the world, I will look at you favourably. I swear 
by My honour that as long as you obey My commands, I will cover your 
faults. I swear by My Honour and Greatness that I will never disgrace 
you in front of the evil ones. Return from here forgiven. You have pleased 
Me and I am pleased with you. 


The angels become happy and extremely pleased on seeing this great 
reward that Allah gives this Ummah when they complete Ramadaan.” 
(Targhib) 
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Arsh 
Dua 
Durood 


Fardh 
Eid 


Eid Salaah 
Eid ul Fitr 
Ibaadah 
Iftaar 
Itikaaf 
Jahannam 
Jannah 
Jibraeel 
Jinn 
Kabah 


List of Arabic words 
Throne of Allah Ta’ala 
Supplication 
Salutations on Prophet Muhammad sallallahu alaihi wa 
sallam 
Obligatory actions 
Annual Muslim festivals on the 1° of Shawwal and 10" 
Zul Hiyjah 
Special prayer on the day of Eid 
Day of Eid on 1“ Shawwal 
Acts of worship 
Meal eaten at time of breaking the fast 
Staying in the masjid for a certain period 
Hell 
Paradise 
The angel Gabriel 
Creation of Allah Ta’ala made of smoke 
The cube building in Makkah Mukarramah 


Laylatul Qadr The night of power 


Malaaikah 
Mimbar 
Ramadaan 
Rizq 
Salaah 


Angels 

Pulpit 

The 9" month of the Islamic (Hijri) calendar 
Sustenance, daily bread 

Prayer 


sallallahu alaihi wa sallam_ peace and blessings of Allah be upon him 


Sehri 
Shabaan 
Shaytaan 
Taraweeh 
Ummah 


Meal eaten before fasting 

The 8" month of the Islamic (Hijri) calendar 
The devil 

Extra prayers during the nights of Ramadaan 
The Muslims 


This booklet is a translation of the Hadith in the famous book 
Virtues of Ramadaan by Sheikh Muhammad Zakariyya 
rahimahullah. It covers all the aspects of the blessed month of 
Ramadaan, including the rewards for fasting, Lailatul Qadr and 
Itikaaf. The book is an excellent motivation towards 
maximising the benefits of Ramadaan 
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http://alhidayah.co.za/virtues-of-ramadaan-english/ 





AL HIDAYAH CENTRE 3 


2432 


:-ELM 


ae 


@ 04) 492 2773 
© info@alhidayah.co.za 
Q 18 Bonaventure Crescent, Port Elizabeth 


© 04) 492 2773 https://wa.me/27414922773 
Oo www.alhidayah.co.za © © 


AL HIDAYAH 
@ CENTRE @ 


92 


91780620 





